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DUNMURRY PRIMARY SCHOOL

HOMEWORK POLICY

It is school policy that homework is given regularly.

It is set Monday to Thursday. There are no weekend or holiday homeworks (except during transfer test time).
Homework should provide an opportunity for parents to:

· Co-operate with teachers and reinforce the teaching given in school;

· Work with their child in a supportive capacity;

· Keep abreast of what is being covered in the classroom;

· Remain involved in their children’s learning;
· Share fun in learning.
Homework should also provide an opportunity for pupils to:

· Practise and reinforce what has been taught and learned in school;

· Practise and develop reading skills;

· Develop positive attitudes to work;

· Share with parents what they know, understand and can do;

· Begin to work more independently;
· Carry out some simple research on occasions.

It is important that homework should be completed as it will have been set by the teacher for a specific purpose in the interests of the children but –

if your child is experiencing any difficulties do not hesitate to write a note or speak to the teacher.
Homework should not develop into a conflict situation between parent and child. If your child has spent a reasonable time, please sign the homework and indicate the difficulty experienced. 

Parents can help children by:

· Ensuring that an appropriate, regular time is set aside for homework each evening i.e. when it is most suitable for you and your child to do homework;

· Providing a quiet (television free) atmosphere and a suitable work place;

· Insisting that all written work is neatly and conscientiously completed;

· Signing your children’s homework, remembering that your signature implies that you have accepted that the work is of a satisfactory standard to be brought into school. (if you are not happy with work they have produced, please write a note in the book to say so);

· In Key Stage 2 monitoring children’s homework diary and ensuring that Tables and Phonics are learned is very important.

HOMEWORK TIMETABLE

P1

In Primary One children will get 2 homeworks a week. These will be one Literacy and one Numeracy activity. Interesting topic activities may also be given from time to time for an opportunity to learn at home. Children will usually get two books to read each week when they are ready and a word box home from October.
Homework should take about 15 minutes.
P2
In Primary Two children will have reading each night. They will also have a written homework Monday – Wednesday and these will be Literacy and Numeracy activities.
Interesting topic activities may also be given from time to time for an opportunity to learn at home.
Homework should take about 20 minutes.
P3

In Primary Three children will have reading each night. They will also have Mental Maths Activities and Phonics activities Monday – Wednesday plus revision of phonics on Thursday. From January a written homework will also be set once a week which could be Literacy, Numeracy or Topic based.  Parents are asked to supervise homework and sign reading records.
P3 pupils should take about 30 minutes to complete the homework set.
P4

In Primary Four children will have reading each night. They will also have Mental Maths Activities and Phonics activities Monday – Wednesday plus revision of phonics on Thursday. On Wednesday and Thursday, the Maths activity will be activities on Mathletics. They will also have 3 written homeworks each week, 1 Literacy, 1 Numeracy and 1 other. Parents are asked to supervise homework and sign reading records.
P4 pupils should take about 40 minutes to complete the homework set.
P5-7

In Key Stage Two children will have reading each night, either guided reading or AR.
They will have a spelling workbook which should be completed Monday – Thursday and a Mental Maths activity to complete each night which may be paper based or on Mathletics. The children will also get a written homework Monday – Thursday which will generally be a comprehension activity, a grammar activity and 2 numeracy based homeworks. On occasions there will be a topic based or a research based homework, which may be completed over a longer period than one night.
The length of the time required to complete a homework will vary from homework to homework and from child to child.  The guide below shows the approximate time that pupils of differing ages should spend on homework.  If these approximate times are exceeded by an excessive amount, please put a note in your child’s homework diary. P5 – 50 minutes, P6 – 60 minutes, P7 – 60 minutes.
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








[image: image2.png][\

PRIMARY SCHOOL



_1084183313.bin

